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this exceedingly delicate power in such a manner that in the long 
run the people have been satisfied, however much they have dis- 
approved of particular decisions; and to the people because it 
shows the disposition to abide by the law and to settle conflicts 
in a peaceful way by an appeal to reason. 

Dr. Haines closes by referring to "the loss of prestige of the 
United States Supreme Court on account of the Dred Scott decision, 
the complete subordination of judicial authority during the war, and 
the notable reverses in the attempt to interfere with reconstruc- 
tion." In 1870, he says, the authority of the courts might seem 
to have been on the decline. 

It would be most interesting to have an equally careful mono- 
graph tracing the history of th ; exercise of the powers of the court 
since 1870, especially of the numerous cases growing out of the 
construction put upon the fouiteenth amendment, and the com- 
merce clause. F. J. Swayze. 

Supreme Court of New Jersey. 



The Gilds of China. With an Account of the Gild Merchant or Co- 
Hong of Canton. By Hosea Ballou Morse. (New York: 
Longmans, Green and Company, 1909. Pp. 92.) 

This is a very timely work, appearing at a time when the eyes 
of the whole world are upon the East, and when economic motives 
are uppermost. The conditions described by Mr. Morse are about 
such, so far as the gilds are concerned, as the later Middle Ages 
present in England. There the municipalities coalesced with the 
gilds, then the national government rapidly gained a dominating 
control over the municipalities, and the gilds disappeared. In 
China there is no tendency as yet for the gilds to ally themselves 
with the government or to come under government control. The 
government of China is organized for two purposes only — police 
and taxation; consequently gilds have maintained themselves in 
complete independence of public authorities, enforcing the rights 
of their members, and those of the gilds as a whole, by a system 
of fines and penalties imposed by their own organization. They 
have become so strong that a boycott against one of their mem- 
bers, or against another gild, or even the public authorities, can 
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be put into operation so swiftly, so quietly and so effectively, as 
to put a complete stop to the trade affected. This means, of course, 
that the boycott is almost instantaneously successful. 

Religion has never been so important in the gilds of China as 
in those of Europe. The gild merchant has never played an impor- 
tant role; nor have the secondary functions performed by the Eng- 
lish gilds been of any considerable importance, such as bestowing 
alms or administering benevolent funds. The dominant type in 
China is the craft gild. They have grown up entirely apart from 
the government, without license or grant. Nor have they ever 
adopted the policy of compelling craftsmen to join their organiza- 
tion. The government being unabie to protect the individual, 
he has gone to them voluntarily for protection. Some of the strong- 
est of the Chinese gilds are composed of people of one district or 
province trading with another, hence the organization is quite 
democratic. While there is considerable diversity in administra- 
tive practice, it is customary for the members of the gild to sub- 
mit their books and accounts to an examination on behalf of the 
gild; this auditing is done, in turn, by representatives of the dif- 
ferent persons, or firms, belonging to the gild. 

The following quotation gives the author's estimate in refer- 
ence to the influence of the gilds upon Chinese industry and enter- 
prise: "All Chinese trade gilds are alike in interfering with every 
detail of business and demanding complete solidarity of interest 
in their members, and they are alike also in that their rules are 
not a dead letter, but are actually enforced. The result is a ty- 
ranny of the many over the individual and a system of control 
which must by its nature hinder 'freedom of enterprise and inde- 
pendence of individual initiative' " (p. 24). 

The gilds are quite independent of each other; each prescribes 
even its own standard of weights and measures. We do not find 
the distinction between masters and journeymen, so common in 
the history of English gilds. Both belong to one organization; 
and a strike for increase of wages is usually successful, because the 
masters know that it is safer to combine with the journeymen 
against the public than to permit the journeymen to disturb the 
peace, and thus incur the danger of being plucked themselves by 
the public officials. John H. Gray. 

University of Minnesota. 



